
“If a man say, ‘I love God,’ and hateth his brother, he is a 
liar: for he that loveth not his brother whom he hath seen, 
how can he love God whom he hath not seen? And this 
Commandment have we from Him, that he who loveth God 
love his brother also.” 1 John 4:20-21 KJV 
 
As a kid on a hot summer day the garden hose was a 
welcome sight! Not for its beauty, but for what it produced 
when we turned on the spigot. A hose only holds so much 
water, but as soon as the flow is stopped, it becomes 
stagnated. When a believer hoards, he stops the flow of 
God’s provision. Believers are conduits of God’s Beneficence! A man once asked Jesus, “Who is my 
neighbor?” Jesus told him of the Good Samaritan. We are to help our neighbors if able, and it often requires 
sacrifice, but more importantly, the willingness to do so. If I have and someone has not, I should be willing to 
give some away. Hoarding indicates faithlessness! The more I give away the more God can give me. It’s a flow. 
Hoarding doubts God’s promise to “supply ALL [my] need.” The widow had only enough for one last meal for 
her and her son, but she gave it all to Elijah and her oil and meal never ran out! First, give the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ and His Eternal Life, and then, your possessions. Of course, we’re obligated to meet our loved one’s 
needs, but we are to teach them faith in God’s supply by example. Saving for a need is not hoarding, but good 
stewardship, but if to accumulate wealth, idolatry. “The love of money is the root of all evil.” Jesus taught us to 
pray, “Give us THIS DAY our Daily bread,” not tomorrow’s bread! I may die today! Jesus taught, “Seek ye 
FIRST the Kingdom of God, and His Righteousness; and ALL these things shall be added unto you.” I can and 
do trust God to meet my DAILY needs and He has never failed! Even when Satan whispers doubt, God proves 
Himself on my behalf! All of which begs the question: “Who is my brother? My neighbor? The answer depends 
on “Who is your Father?” If it is Satan, you will be consumed by selfishness! If it is God, then your neighbor is 
any in need whom you have the wherewith to help; and your “brother” is any who loves and obeys Jesus 
Christ! What does it mean to “love my brother? If a brother or sister be naked, and destitute of daily food, And 
one of you say unto them, ‘Depart in peace, be ye warmed and filled (or, “May God bless you.”); 
notwithstanding ye give them not those things which are needful to the body; what doth it profit?” When the sin 
of selfishness blocks obedience, it separates you from God’s fellowship (common interest) and the provisions of 
obedience. Jesus said, “Love the Lord thy God with ALL thy heart, and with ALL thy soul, and with ALL thy 
mind and one another as I have Loved you.” The world preaches, “Love yourself,” but God’s Word says, 
“There is none righteous, NO NOT ONE!” Therefore, self-love is love of sin! 
 

Love my brother, for this I must, 
Because it proves in God I trust, 
For daily needs from His supply, 
Until I see His face on high! ~CGP 

 
Selfishness is disobedience to God. Do you really love the brethren? Do you help your neighbor? Deeds, not 
feelings and words, are your love. “God IS Love.” What do your deeds say about your God? 
 

Ye are the Light of the world. A city that is set on an hill cannot be hid. Neither do men light a candle, 
and put it under a bushel, but on a candlestick; and it giveth light unto all that are in the house. Let your 
Light (obedience to God) so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your 
Father which is in Heaven.” Matthew 5:14-16 KJV  
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