
"Confess your faults one to another, and pray one for another, 
that ye may be healed. The effectual fervent prayer of a 
righteous man availeth much." James 5:16 KJV 
 
From Latin, “fervens,” fervent means hot or glowing. Do your 
prayers lack fervency, because they seem unanswered? The 
disciples, asked, “Lord, teach us to pray.” The Lord’s Prayer, 
is actually Our Lord’s outline for prayer. It begins and ends 
with praise. “Our Father...Hallowed be Thy name...for Thine 
is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.” Is God 
your “Father? Enter into His gates with thanksgiving, and 
into His courts with praise: be thankful unto Him, and bless 
His name. Pray without ceasing.” There is a certain protocol 
for approaching Eternity’s Sovereign! You do not just barge 
in and demand! Does His praise dominate your thoughts? You 
must act acceptably before Him. When you come to dreaded 
tasks or annoying people, do you “give thanks?” We are 
instructed, “In EVERYTHING give thanks.” Unthankfulness 
is evidence of a wicked mind. Everything in a believer’s life 
is there by God’s purpose “And we know that ALL things 
(even the evil) work together for good to them that love God, 
to them who are the called according to HIS PURPOSE.” 
Ask God to show you HIS purpose in unpleasant things. Men 
do not lift great weights without first training with smaller. Lessons must be repeated for success. Righteousness 
is ours through faith, obedience to God’s Word. “For by grace are ye saved, through faith: And that, not of 
yourselves; it is the gift of God. Faith cometh by hearing…God’s Word.” Since faith’s evidence is obedience 
then disobedience is unbelief. “Ask in faith, nothing wavering.” Pray with unwavering obedience, regardless of 
the answer or its timing. “A double-minded man is unstable in ALL his ways. Hell and destruction are never 
full; so the eyes of man are never satisfied. If I regard iniquity (unbelief/doubt) in my heart, the Lord will not 
hear me.” Disobedience is iniquity. I must faithfully obey all of God’s Word, not just the comfortable parts and 
pray with fervent purpose, not dutiful compliance. What I’m requesting must be an earnest desire. I cannot pray 
effectually if disobedient. “Let not that man think that he shall receive any thing of the Lord.” God is pleased 
with our faith most when exercised for another; “but without faith it is impossible to please Him.” Unanswered 
prayer may be a test of faith. “If we hope for that we see not…then do we with patience wait for it.” If someone 
told you they were sending you a million dollar check and you believed them, would you patiently wait for it? 
 

Asking God for what they want, 
Will not the faithful ever daunt, 
For they know the Lord delights, 
In ev’ry child that doeth right. ~CGP 

 
Ask God for wisdom and guidance in each trial, and obediently praise and thank Him for everything! 
 

"Nevertheless the foundation of God standeth sure, having this seal,’ The Lord knoweth them that are 
His.’ And, ‘Let every one that nameth the name of Christ depart from iniquity." 2 Timothy 2:19 KJV 
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