
"And the prayer of faith shall save the sick, and the Lord shall 
raise him up; and if he have committed sins, they shall be 
forgiven him." James 5:15 KJV 
 
Many prayers are mantras, vain words with no faith in or 
towards the God who answers. Speak your heart to the 
Almighty as your most intimate companion regardless of who 
is standing by. “Let us therefore come boldly unto the Throne 
of Grace.” Prayer petitions the Throne of God! Your petition is 
either righteous or foolish prating for those present. “And this 
is the confidence that we have in Him, that, if we ask any thing 
ACCORDING TO HIS WILL (as expressed in His Written 
Word), He heareth us: And if we know that He hear us, whatsoever we ask, we know that we have the petitions 
that we desired of Him.” How do I know if God “hears” my prayer? By studying His Word to find out what He 
desires. First and foremost, God desires that we desire Him. He will remove any person, place, or possession 
which interferes with that objective. “We love [God], because He first loved us.” When we delight in God by 
obeying His Word. Obedience is evidence of faith and faith is evidence of God. Our desires will change as we 
realize the Power, Mercy, Grace, and finally, the Love of God. In the words of an old Hymn: “Could we with 
ink the ocean fill, and were the skies of parchment made: Were every stalk on earth a quill, and every man a 
scribe by trade: To write the Love of God above would drain the ocean dry: Nor could the scroll contain the 
whole, though stretched from sky to sky!” We will desire those things dearest to God’s heart, when He is dear 
to our heart and we will desire to learn His desires. If you are not sure of God’s will, as in the case of illness or 
death, pray for Peace of mind. Shepherds in olden times broke the legs of straying lambs, carefully bound the 
lamb’s legs, and then carried it around his neck. By the time the lamb healed, it would follow him everywhere. 
Physical illness can bring healing of the soul if we spend our sick days getting closer to God. When God grants 
our petitions, our faith strengthens. Seek His face, His honor, and His glory and you will never seek wrongly. 
The martyrs knew their death would glorify Christ and gladly submitted to the flames trusting their omnipotent 
Saviour for deliverance! If they had felt the sting of the flame, could they have sung hymns of praise while the 
flames roared upwards? I think not. Their dying testimony mocked their tormentor’s futile efforts to destroy 
them. They were freed from the bondage of sinful flesh to forever enjoy sublime ecstasy in their Savior’s 
presence! I do not advocate suicide, but rather the absence of the fear of death! We fail to remember that to “be 
absent from the body is to be present with the Lord.” Let faith dominate prayer and Peace and Joy will 
dominate life. “Ask in faith nothing wavering. Believe that ye receive them, and ye shall have them.” You can’t 
pray believing if you know nothing of God’s Word! Letting God’s Word rule your heart and mind when you 
pray is “the prayer of faith.” God is the POWER of prayer! 
 

The prayer of ev’ry faithful heart, 
Will ne’er from Truth or Love depart, 
The heart of God will be their guide, 
They will in sweetest peace abide. ~CGP 

 
Never doubt the Saviour’s Love and foreknowledge. He foreknew the outcome of every circumstance before it 
existed. He gave His Life to ransom “Whosoever will.” Trust is the epitome of faith. Jesus said: 
 

"Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you: not as the world giveth, give I unto you. Let not your 
heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid." John 14:27 KJV 
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