
“Is any among you afflicted? Let him pray. Is any 
merry? Let him sing psalms. Is any sick among 
you? Let him call for the elders of the church; and 
let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in 
the name of the Lord: And the prayer of faith shall 
save the sick, and the Lord shall raise him up; and 
if he have committed sins, they shall be forgiven 
him.” James 5:13-15 KJV 
 
Few pray in faith, but pray out of desperation 
rather than trust and relationship. A child cries out 
“Mommy!” when hurt, or to share joy when 
happy. For the unbeliever prayer akin to begging 
Think of it like this: You gouge deep ruts in your 
neighbor’s yard with your car, and then you ask to borrow his hose to clean the mud off your car. The 
disobedient who spurn the Son of God in pursuit of their own lusts, then come to God for favors in their hour of 
need are of the same fool’s ilk! Notice three things in our text: For affliction, pray. Affliction can be mental or 
physical. Worry is the affliction of unbelief. Are you worried? Pray. Are you still worried? Pray again. As many 
times as necessary. Still worried? Pray until unbelief vanishes. The same applies for any trouble, including, but 
not limited to, loss of loved ones, loss of job, loss of  relationship, or a loved one’s trouble. When joyful, sing 
psalms or hymns: We so often share our troubles with God, but seldom our joys. “Every good gift and every 
perfect gift is from above, and cometh down from the Father of Lights, with whom is no variableness, neither 
shadow of turning.” Does something make you happy? Remember who gave it and return praise and 
thanksgiving to the Father who sent it. For sickness we call for the fellowship of elders and their “prayer of 
faith.” Sickness often opens the floodgates of doubt on our faith. If it is possible, call for those strong in faith 
for words of fellowship and prayer. “Bear ye one another's burdens, and so fulfil the Law of Christ.” What is 
the “Law of Christ? That ye love one another, as I have loved you.” Who visits and sits by the bedside of the 
sick in your Church? If you do, encourage their faith with God’s Word. Is it only your pastor? Shame on you! 
The pastor is not the “employee” of the church, but the under-shepherd of Jehovah for the Assembly! He is not 
responsible nor accountable to the Church, but to God! If he preaches from God’s Word and you reject or spurn 
it, you are defying God, not the pastor! Now, if he is only there, because of the wage, then he is an hireling and 
a thief! “God is not mocked!” Whether it be pastor or member, “whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also 
reap!” Don’t criticize the pastor until you are sure there is no sin in your own life. “Thou hypocrite, first cast 
out the beam out of thine own eye.” Until you are sinless, cast no stone at another! 
 

Prayer brings man before his God: 
Though he be bound by mortal sod, 
His faithful prayer the Throne reveals, 
Of God of mercy where he kneels. ~CGP 

 
Do you have a loving relationship with God, or are you just another ruffian destroying the gifts He has given 
you? Do you naturally think of God first when afflicted or do you think of God last? Your answers reveal your 
destiny. 
 

“Let us therefore come boldly unto the Throne of Grace, that we may obtain Mercy, and find Grace to 
help in time of need.” Hebrews 4:16 KJV 
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