
“My brethren, be not many masters, knowing that we shall receive the 
greater condemnation.” James 3:1 KJV 
 
There are few “general practitioners” these days while we seem to have 
an abundance of “specialists” and the fees to go with them! Hospitals are 
even becoming “centers” for this cancer or that disease. In the realm of 
faith it is no different. Many purport to be experts about this or that 
spiritual topic while totally missing the boat on fundamental doctrine. If 
you don’t diligently study the “whole counsel” of God’s Word, you will 
be ignorant of the impact one verse has on another and before you know it you’ll be teaching, “Judas went and 
hanged himself…Go and do thou likewise!” You may think that ludicrous, and it is, but it is no less ludicrous to 
attempt to expound scripture without having read and studied the whole book. Before accepting a man’s 
interpretation, including mine, about the meaning of a Bible verse, get a good concordance and study all the other 
Scriptures containing the same words and subject matter. We are supposed to meditate in GOD’S WORD “day 
and night,” not some devotional or dissertation of man. I’m not implying there aren’t some good books on the 
Bible, but before you accept another man’s opinion, read the Bible yourself and let The Holy Spirit teach you the 
meaning. You’ll have more fellowship with those who have truly studied to show themselves “approved unto 
God,” because students with the same teacher learn the same things. Never trust a man to teach you Scripture with 
your Bible shut. Always ask for chapter and verse on every statement of fact or find it yourself. Make the man fit 
the Scripture, not the Scripture fit the man! Another caution about being a pastor or teacher: God holds you to a 
higher standard of obedience and correctness than your students! He will deal more harshly with the teacher than 
those who follow him. Be sure what you present to others is the absolute Truth and that you follow it yourself, 
teaching by example as well as word. God’s Word instructs us, “Remember them which have the rule over you, 
who have spoken unto you the Word of God: whose faith follow;” with this stipulation: “considering the end of 
their conversation (practice).” Make sure the teacher practices as he teaches and the preacher as he preaches! 
BUT: before you pick apart the preacher, clean up your own backyard! 
 

One Master only unto men, 
To deliver them from all sin, 
His Word infallible begins, 
Remaining steadfast without end! ~CGP 

 
One degree of error at the beginning completely changes course and destination! Only one false premise makes 
Truth heresy! The opening remarks of a false teaching skew its foundation. True faith is “built upon the foundation 
of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the Chief Corner Stone.” If the “cornerstone is skewed, so 
is the structure! Carefully examine and compare what men write or say with God’s Word before embracing it. 
Make sure the teaching doesn’t just make you feel good. Truth will produce a sense of wretched unworthiness, 
inexorably joined with jubilant gratitude! The concept of God’s Holiness leaves one marveling at God’s Love and 
Grace! True believers often ask, “Why does He love me?” BUT rejoice in the answer: “Because HE desires it!” 
 

“But God, who is rich in Mercy, for His great Love wherewith He Loved us, Even when we were dead in 
sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by Grace ye are saved;) And hath raised us up together, and 
made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus: That in the ages to come He might shew the 
exceeding riches of His Grace in His kindness toward us through Christ Jesus.” Ephesians 2:4-7 KJV 
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