
"For if any be a hearer of the word, and not a doer, he is 
like unto a man beholding his natural face in a glass: For he 
beholdeth himself, and goeth his way, and straightway 
forgetteth what manner of man he was." James 1:23-24 KJV 
 
We use mirrors to reveal what may be out of order, so we 
can conform our appearance to others. Social interaction is 
mainly predicated upon appearance. Clothing, cleanliness, 
hair style (or lack of hair), wealth, and more determine the 
reactions of others. Inordinate amounts of money are spent 
on clothes, shoes, and personal items, even cars, to reflect to 
others our own value of self esteem, yet God, who sees our 
innermost thoughts, is totally ignored, nay forgotten! The 
One who loved us when we were His enemy is rarely considered in regards to our behavior and deportment. He 
is our final and ultimate Judge and will determine our eternal destiny based on our present decisions and yet is 
rarely even acknowledged as we primp and preen for our peers! God’s Word reveals to us the imperfections and 
flaws of sin in our life. It instructs us as to what we should do to correct and cleanse that we may be acceptable 
to God. If we do not obey God’s Word, we are like a person who uses a mirror, but does nothing to correct 
flaws revealed; knowing they are despicable, but doing nothing to correct it. “Wherewithal shall a young man 
cleanse his way? By taking heed thereto according to Thy Word. Thy Word have I hid in mine heart, that I 
might not sin against Thee.” The reaction is judged, not the revelation. It’s one thing to be in disarray and not 
know, it’s quite another to know and not care. How will you appear before God at the Last Day? “The Word of 
God...is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. Neither is there any creature that is not manifest in 
His sight: but all things are naked and opened unto the eyes of Him with whom we have to do. It is a fearful 
thing to fall into the hands of the Living God! For our God is a CONSUMING FIRE.” What do you seek; man’s 
regard or God’s approval?  
 

Knowing Truth and heeding it not, 
Is surely with destruction fraught, 
To hear and not regard its sight, 
Will leave you in the darkest night. ~CGP 

 
Heeding is doing. You can hear without heeding. You can know without believing. Saying you don’t believe 
does not absolve you of guilt! “HE THAT BELIEVETH on Him is not condemned: but he that believeth not IS 
CONDEMNED ALREADY, BECAUSE HE HATH NOT BELIEVED in the name of [Jesus].” If your self 
proclaimed faith does not incite you to obedience, then it is a DEAD faith. “Faith without works (obedience) is 
dead.” You will be cast into the Lake of Fire on Judgment Day! “Cast ye the unprofitable servant into outer 
darkness.” What have you done with the Truth? Calling yourself a believer for appearance, vanity, but 
disobeying God’s Word is damning “for the LORD will not hold him guiltless that taketh His name in vain.” 
You cannot abstain from Truth! God’s Word IS your final Judge! “ALL HAVE SINNED! THERE IS NONE 
RIGHTEOUS!” Christ will plead your case to God if you through faith believe and obey God’s Word, but if 
Christ is not your Advocate, YOU ARE FOREVER DAMNED! 
 

"But whoso looketh into the perfect Law of Liberty, and continueth therein (obeys), he being not a 
forgetful hearer, but a DOER of the work, this man shall be blessed in his DEED." James 1:25 KJV 

 
C. G. Palmer 


