
“Be not carried about with divers and strange doctrines. For it is a 
good thing that the heart be established with grace; not with meats 
(ceremonial objects), which have not profited them that have been 
occupied therein. We have an altar, whereof they have no right to eat 
which serve the tabernacle (body-figuratively).” Hebrews 13:9-10 KJV 
 
Most “religion” attaches itself to ritual and idols. You must do to get. 
You must pray to and reverence man-made statues as gods. “For the 
customs of the people are vain: for one cutteth a tree out of the forest, 
the work of the hands of the workman, with the axe. They deck it with 
silver and with gold; they fasten it with nails and with hammers, that it 
move not. They (the idols) are upright as the palm tree, but speak not: they must needs be borne, because they 
cannot go.” There are as many religions and rituals as there are men to imagine them! The old English word 
“divers” is where we get the word “diverse” or “different.” It does not refer to aquatic activities, although if you 
pursue “divers and strange doctrines,” you will drown in a sea of doubt and despair! Being “carried about” 
has the notion of being at the mercy of the tides and currents. If you have no sail or oars, you are indeed adrift! 
A sail is of little value unless raised to the wind. Oars have to be pushed vigorously. The oars of obedience 
propel us until our sail of faith billows with the Divine breath of Omnipotence! It takes great diligence to 
navigate life and we must ever follow our chart of Truth and the compass of the “Spirit of Truth” in our 
thoughts. When we have no wind, we must put our backs to the oars of obedience and diligently row! 
Obedience is the evidence of faith. We must not sit and idly drift with the tides and waves until the breeze fills 
our sail. The world is adrift without sail or oar and many have already shipwrecked! The tides and currents of 
evil incessantly drive men onto the shoals of sin and death! It is not the sustenance of the body that invigorates 
us to the task of obedience, but the fellowship of the soul with God Himself! An audience with KING of Glory 
is as close to you as your knees are to the floor! It is there the celestial breezes billow our sails to the breaking, 
carrying us swiftly to Heaven’s Shore! Let us not think we may venture out without learning the skills necessary 
for you may sail or row in the wrong direction without careful study of the charts and compass. Shoals lurk just 
beneath the surface waiting to sink the wayward or drifting craft. It is God’s Grace that must be your stay and 
staple of store on the seas of life or the scurvy of unbelief will surely disable you long before you shipwreck! 
 

Man’s pride and lust will find no ease 
Adrift in sin and evil seas, 
Truth’s breezes fill faith’s hoisted sail, 
To bear men Homeward without fail! ~CGP  

 
Waiting on God means continued obedience until God determines it’s time for you to sail. We will never grow 
weary or hungry if we take care to stock up on God’s grace and promises before attempting to move forward. 
To say you don’t know God’s will for your life is to admit that you have thrown away your chart and compass 
for God has plainly shown us what to do in His written Word! To be ignorant is to be slothful or negligent! If 
you don’t know, it’s because you don’t want to know! 
 

“If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not; and 
it shall be given him. But let him ask in faith, nothing wavering. For he that wavereth is like a wave of 
the sea driven with the wind and tossed. For let not that man think that he shall receive any thing of the 
Lord. A double minded man is unstable in all his ways.” James 1:5-8 KJV 
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