
"That ye be not slothful, but followers of them who through faith and patience 
inherit the promises." Hebrews 6:12 KJV 
 
Patience may appear slothful, but activity may be harmful and unnecessary. 
You can rev the engine all you want, but it’s useless if you’re axle-deep in 
mud. Angling perfectly illustrates patience. They know where the fish are, 
what bait to use, how to use the pole, and how to discern the nuances of the 
pole’s vibrations. The rest is up to the will, appetite, and timing of the fish. The experienced angler will catch 
fish while the inexperienced will catch frustration, because they do not have the patience or the feel for it. They 
fidget, fret, finagle the line, cast and recast, but do not wait with patience. You must want to catch the fish or 
you’ll never have the patience to wait. Once you’ve caught a fish, it never gets old. Much of the same could be 
said for the life of a believer. Many work and fret frantically over trying to be a Christian without the benefit of 
the new birth. Once born, I do not have to TRY to be my father’s son. I just am! Actions neither increase nor 
decrease my “son-ship.” However, I can be obedient or disobedient; an honorable son or a shameful one. We 
can live by faith and patiently wait on God or just do our own thing, regardless of Father’s desires for us, and 
walk away, because there is no immediate response to our demands. You either know where the fish are or you 
don’t. It takes years of angling to learn the habits of fish. It takes years of diligent faith and practice to know 
God. “Without faith it is IMPOSSIBLE to please Him: for he that cometh to God must believe that He is, and 
that He is a rewarder of them that diligently seek Him.” How often do two anglers fish in the same place with 
the same bait and one goes away empty handed? The difference is knowledge, experience, and the fish. The 
seasoned angler will wait all day for one fish, but he will not quit fishing if unsuccessful. He knows he must 
adjust to the fish, if he desires to catch them. We must conform to righteousness through faith if we are to ever 
know God. You must desire to know God before you will EVER know Him! Once you’ve “studied to show 
thyself approved unto God” through faithful obedience to Truth, you will say, “I know whom I have believed, 
and am persuaded that He is able to keep that which I have committed unto Him against that Day.” Confidence 
is rooted in faith, promise, and experience. Believers are “confident of this very thing, that He which hath begun 
a good work...will perform it until the Day of Jesus Christ.” You just know. 
 

Patient waiting and hopefulness, 
Is not the same as slothfulness, 
The one does naught to stem the tide, 
While one in Truth and faith abides. ~CGP 

 
Your hope in Christ will not be feeble expectation, but excited anticipation; the difference between playing the 
lottery and waiting for an inheritance. One, you hope to get. The other, you know you have! “Hast thou not 
known? Hast thou not heard, that the everlasting God, the LORD, the Creator of the ends of the earth, fainteth 
not, neither is weary? there is no searching of His understanding. He giveth power to the faint; and to them that 
have no might He increaseth strength. Even the youths shall faint and be weary, and the young men shall utterly 
fall: But they that wait upon the LORD shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings as eagles; 
they shall run, and not be weary; and they shall walk, and not faint.” You never gain knowledge by doing 
nothing, but once you have it, nothing may be all you need to do! 
 

"My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers (different/various) temptations; Knowing this, that 
the trying of your faith worketh (tests) patience. But let patience have her perfect work, that ye may be 
perfect and entire, wanting nothing." James 1:2-4 KJV 
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