
"And let the Peace of God rule in your hearts, to the which also ye are 
called in one Body; and be ye thankful." Colossians 3:15 KJV 
 
How thankful are we really? As a double stroke victim, I’ve realized how 
unthankful I really was. I should have been thankful for ability to stand 
and walk; to go up and down stairs; to sleep in a bed; to drive a car; to go 
outside; to work; to visit the sick instead of being the sick visited; and do 
all the things we normally just take for granted. God has given me ample 
Grace to adjust and the best of care, but I often think how I used to complain instead of just being thankful. Are 
we thankful for food, clothing, and shelter? God grants us the health and ability to work and earn them. Are we 
content or do we covet more? “Having food and raiment let us be therewith content. In every thing give thanks: 
for this is the will of God.” Thanksgiving is an offering of “sweet smelling savor” that we bring to God along 
with our praise and love, knowing that it is by His Grace that we are protected and preserved, shouldn’t we be 
continually offering the “sacrifices of praise and thanksgiving” to the wonderful Saviour who “came not to be 
ministered unto, but to minister, and to give His life a ransom for many?” Shouldn’t we be thankful we can 
walk instead of grumbling about not getting a good parking spot? Thankful we have food instead of turning up 
our nose at what’s on our plate? Thankful we have clothing to cover our nakedness? Thankful for strength 
instead of complaining about having to work? “Let us offer the SACRIFICE OF PRAISE to God continually, 
that is, the fruit of our lips giving thanks to His name.” Unless we give thanks, we may find ourselves without! 
Thankfulness is loving God, enumerating constantly His provision, and being content with what He provides. If 
I am not content, I am guilty of covetousness. If I am unthankful, I do not love God. At the very least, I can 
"rejoice, inasmuch as [I am a partaker] of Christ's sufferings; that, when His glory shall be revealed, [I] may 
be glad also with exceeding joy. Let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint 
not.” Be thankful that suffering is only temporary and your reward is eternal. “Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: 
for great is your reward in heaven.” There is much we can give thanks for if we only take time to count our 
blessings. Don’t just tell God that you are thankful for “everything.” Be specific. Name each “thing.” That 
abusive person you met today could be evil or just in the anguish of loss. The greatest gift we can give anyone, 
the Gospel, costs us nothing but self to share. Christ gave Himself for you – what have you given for Him? 
 

Instead of thanking our God for rain, 
Of darkened sky we often complain, 
Without the rain and gentle showers, 
There’d never be the petaled flowers. ~CGP 

 
“Looking unto Jesus the Author and Finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set before Him endured the 
cross, despising the shame...For CONSIDER HIM that endured such contradiction of sinners against Himself, 
lest ye be wearied and faint in your minds.” Before you grumble, stomp, and mumble, just thank God for all 
your trouble whether you understand it or not! Even Christ asked “Why?” But only after He obeyed. You could 
be in a hospital bed or prison or dead. You could be headed to hell instead of hoping in heaven! 
 

"But after that the kindness and love of God our Saviour toward man appeared, Not by works of 
righteousness which we have done, but according to His mercy he saved us, by the washing of 
regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost; Which He shed on us abundantly through Jesus Christ 
our Saviour; That being justified by His Grace, we should be made heirs according to the Hope of 
Eternal Life." Titus 3:4-7 KJV 
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