
"Let no man deceive you with vain words: for because of these things 
cometh the Wrath of God upon the children of disobedience. Be not ye 
therefore partakers with them. For ye were sometimes darkness, but now 
are ye Light in the Lord: walk as children of Light: (For the fruit of the 
Spirit is in all goodness and righteousness and Truth;) Proving what is 
acceptable unto the Lord." Ephesians 5:6-10 KJV 
 
Vanity is foolish self-importance. “Every man walketh in a vain shew 
[and] at his best state is altogether vanity. God will not hear vanity, neither 
will the Almighty regard it.” Words that do not praise, exalt, enlarge, 
beautify, magnify, or align with God’s Word are “vain words.” Our words 
should follow, organize, construct, create, or implement righteousness. To 
give a genuine compliment for a good deed is magnifying righteousness. 
Acknowledging the Creator for the beauty of Creation and standing in awe 
of His night sky exalts the God who calls each star by name. Teaching the attributes of God enlarges the 
Almighty. To give thanks and praise to Jesus for his power and salvation beautifies the Saviour. To encourage 
righteousness through compliment or reward honors God and His Word. Our obedience is the highest praise we 
can give to our Majestic Sovereign! Without faith you will never obey or please God, because “without faith it 
is IMPOSSIBLE to please Him! [And] faith cometh by hearing…the Word of God.” Death is the only reward of 
ignorance. Ignorance of God is a conscious choice. God has surrounded us with testimony to His omnipotence. 
“The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament sheweth His handywork. Day unto day uttereth 
speech, and night unto night sheweth knowledge. There is no speech nor language, where their voice is not 
heard.” So there is no excuse for ignorance. “Because that, when they knew God, they glorified Him not as 
God, neither were thankful; but became VAIN in their imaginations, and their foolish heart was darkened. 
Professing themselves to be wise, they became fools.” It is righteous to compliment someone’s effort to do right 
even though they fail. It is the heart attitude that determines God’s pleasure or displeasure with mankind. “He 
that cometh to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of them which diligently seek Him.” 
Words that besmear, beleaguer, belittle, batter, dilute, denigrate, deny, abuse, or destroy Truth are “vain 
words.” Flattery exalts pride and “pride goeth before the fall.” Encouragement to do right is righteous. 
“Exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the Day approaching.” Putting your loved ones in 
harms way is unrighteous. “If any provide not for…those of his own house, he hath denied the faith, and is 
worse than an infidel.” Protection of family is part of provision for family. However, forgive your enemy as 
Christ forgave His. “Therefore if thine enemy hunger, feed him; if he thirst, give him drink: for in so doing thou 
shalt heap coals of fire on his head. Be not overcome of evil, but overcome evil with good.” It doesn’t say to 
tolerate or condone your enemy’s sin, but to take care of his physical needs if possible. 
 

Words of pride and profanity, 
Exalt the sin of vanity, 
Speak Truth with Love to dying souls, 
And heap your foe with burning coals. ~CGP 

 
Say something good or say nothing at all. Silence is often the wisest answer. 
 

"Let your speech be alway with grace, seasoned with salt (pleasant to hear), that ye may know how ye 
ought to answer every man." Colossians 4:6 KJV 
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