
"It is good neither to eat flesh, nor to drink wine, nor any thing 
whereby thy brother stumbleth, or is offended, or is made weak." 
Romans 14:21 KJV 
 
Believes often “push the envelope,” when it comes to their 
clothing and conduct. It seems the aim is to look and act a much 
like the world as possible without appearing blatantly 
disobedient. They are willfully ignore-ant. If challenged, they 
rationalize by saying it’s not specifically forbidden or by 
comparing themselves with another believer. “Abstain from ALL 
APPEARANCE of evil. For we dare not make ourselves of the number…measuring themselves by themselves, 
and comparing themselves among themselves, are not wise.” Without realizing it, believers often cause weaker 
believers to stumble and fall by doing something which appears sinful. Behavior and fashion are often the top 
subjects of controversy. If the world considers it a sin, believers are told, “Abstain from ALL APPEARANCE of 
evil.” What you wear or how you act may not be sinful, but if a lost person or weaker brother thinks it is, you 
have attacked faith the same way Satan attacked Eve by introducing doubt! You rarely see someone strong in 
faith doing or saying anything that would induce a believer to stumble, however, we are all subject to sin and 
we should never use another believer as a role model. “And we know that all things work together for good to 
THEM THAT LOVE GOD, to them who are the CALLED ACCORDING TO HIS PURPOSE. For whom He did 
foreknow, He also did predestinate to be CONFORMED TO THE IMAGE OF HIS SON, that He might be the 
firstborn among many brethren.” Our standard is Jesus Christ, and while we will never attain His perfection, it 
should ever remain our goal. The word “Christian” is like the word “Olympian.” It immediately colors a 
description. Many call themselves Christians, but are not. They do not strive for the gold, but are merely content 
to float along, just getting by and are directly responsible for the mediocrity of the Church. Their apathy in faith 
is destroying the testimony of the Gospel and condemning dying souls to eternal fire! Apathy is the adornment 
of unbelief! Don’t “push the envelope.” Quit trying to get at the grass on the other side of the fence. There are 
lions in that tall grass! The fence isn’t keeping you in. It’s keeping the lions out! When a believer compromises 
the standard of faithful obedience to God’s Word in their lifestyle, they are digging pits into which they and 
others will fall. When Peter began sinking beneath the storm, his only recourse, as well as ours, was to cry, 
“Lord, save me!” Jesus is the Saviour of all who call. “And IMMEDIATELY Jesus stretched forth his hand, and 
caught [Peter], and said unto him, ‘O thou of little faith, wherefore didst thou doubt?’ For WHOSOEVER 
SHALL CALL upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.” Only foolish pride will stop your call and drown you 
in sin, and those watching you. If you are down in the pit, how will you pull another out? 
 

Your compromise should you alarm, 
For it inflicts a double harm, 
Your faith will suffer untold woe, 
And hinder Truth where ere you go. ~CGP 

 
Think of your life’s decisions. Why did you make them? Your every word and deed is like a stone thrown into 
the pond. Eventually their ripples come back to you! No man is an island, entire of itself. No deed stands alone. 
No speech goes unheard! 
 

"See then that ye walk circumspectly, not as fools, but as wise, REDEEMING the time, because the days 
are evil.” Ephesians 5:15-16 KJV 
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