
"Therefore hath He mercy on whom He will have mercy, and whom 
He will He hardeneth. Thou wilt say then unto me, ‘Why doth He 
yet find fault? For who hath resisted His will?’ Nay but, O man, 
who art thou that repliest against God? Shall the thing formed say 
to Him that formed it, ‘Why hast thou made me thus?’ Hath not the 
potter power over the clay, of the same lump to make one vessel 
unto honour, and another unto dishonour?" Romans 9:18-21 KJV 
 
“His mercy is everlasting; and His Truth endureth to all 
generations. Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the Word of 
God.” Men may not hear the Voice of God, but “The heavens 
declare the glory of God; and the firmament showeth His 
handiwork. Day unto day uttereth speech, and night unto night 
showeth knowledge. There is no speech nor language, where their 
voice is not heard. The gospel of Christ…is the power of God unto salvation to everyone that believeth. It pleased 
God by the foolishness of preaching to save them that believe.” Believing is a personal choice! No one before the 
Great White Throne can claim ignorance of Truth or lack of the gift of faith. Unused faith is like an uncashed 
million dollar check; it’s worthless unless used! To not use the gift of God, is to reject His mercy in favor of His 
judgment.  Unbelief is unused faith. Unbelievers are like the fearful servant who buried his talent (money) “in the 
earth.” All the master’s servants were given money, but the others used and multiplied it. God didn’t predestine 
anyone to hell, but those who bury faith choose hell! He created hell for the devil and his angels. We forget God 
knows the end from the beginning. He knew every decision before the dawn of time; who would make use of His 
gift and who wouldn’t. God does not choose for us, but He knows all choices before they’re made. “For whom He 
did foreknow, He also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of His Son.” 
 

Let God’s Word decide what’s best, 
Give no thought to all the rest, 
When all others turn away, 
Make God’s Truth your guide each day. ~CGP 

 
God hardened Pharaoh’s heart, because He “foreknew” what Pharaoh would do. God knew Pharaoh would reject 
His Word, so He raised Pharaoh up to bring to Himself honor and glory and as an example to others. Even with all 
that, God still gave Pharaoh ten chances to repent! God gives us, through faith, the ability to choose heaven or hell. 
How many times have you hardened your heart to God’s Word? How many times have you known the right and 
chosen the wrong? How many times have you followed the crowd as they turned away from the Truth? What 
others do will not mitigate how God will judge you. Your fear of rejection or your love of pleasure might just send 
you to a devil’s hell! And it will have been your own choice that put you there! If you compare yourself to another 
thereby excusing yourself from obeying the Truth, you are not wise, ergo, foolish! They “comparing themselves 
among themselves, are not wise.” You alone are responsible to God for your actions. Let God’s Word guide and 
measure your day, not some comparison you’ve made between yourself and another or the desire for acceptance. 
Obedience to the Word will stay much chastisement and give bountiful provision for the believer. Righteous Lot 
moved to Sodom for convenience and prestige, but it sent his family to hell! Don’t be a Lot or a Pharaoh. 
 

"And even as they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, God gave them over to a reprobate 
(Abandoned in sin; lost to virtue or grace.) mind, to do those things which are not convenient." Romans 
1:28 KJV 
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