
"Thou Shalt Not Covet thy neighbour's house; thou shalt not 
covet thy neighbour's wife, nor his manservant, nor his 
maidservant, nor his ox, nor his ass, nor any thing that is thy 
neighbour's." Exodus 20:17 KJV  
 
In Moses’ day there were no cars, stores, electricity, or indoor 
plumbing. The objects of their covetousness might differ slightly 
from today, but the command remains; “Thou shalt not covet!” 
When you do not have something, and you think, “I gotta have 
that!” you’ve just coveted. If faithful believers do not have it, it’s 
not needed. Obedience through faith in God’s Word brings your 
steps to every needed supply. It simply awaits your arrival. “My 
God Shall Supply all your need according to His Riches In Glory 
By Christ Jesus.” Does God have enough? Jesus Christ Is The “Word Made Flesh.” If you need it, you will 
have it if you follow the Word of God. Wander off the “Paths of Righteousness” and you wander into neediness 
and peril. If you want it, but don’t need it, you are coveting. God Never Is Before His Time And Never Is 
Behind! Striving for more money to possess more things is covetousness. If your NECESSITIES are met, you 
have enough. “Having food and raiment, therewith, be content. Contentment with Godliness is great gain.” 
You may be a billionaire, but if discontent, you are poor. You may have only a piece of bread for the day, but if 
content, you are rich! Striving for more is direct mistrust of God’s Promises. “Your Father Knoweth what ye 
have need of before you ask. Ye ask, and receive not, because ye ask amiss, that ye may consume it upon your 
lusts.” Lust is never content! “Hell and destruction are never full; so the eyes of man are never satisfied.” Faith 
is content with what it has. You may think rent money is a need, but it is not. The shelter is the need. When in 
Iquitos, Peru, our family had to move several times due to dwindling missionary support. Each time we had to 
move, we found a cheaper and better house. Our last one was a spacious (four bedroom) Amazon waterfront 
flat, upstairs with an open balcony for each bedroom. A rich Frenchman only kept it for real estate value. Fully 
furnished with mahogany furniture and lead-lined glass bookcases, it had a dining room table eight feet long 
and three feet wide with an open-air rooftop patio/garden! God kept moving us until we landed in the lap of 
luxury! We didn’t even need furniture! What others perceived as lack was God giving us more!  
 

Oh covet not the world’s delights,  
Let not their gleam deceive thy sight,  
And when the gloom seems darkest night,  
Anticipate God’s Holy Light! –CGP  

 
Do not fret over perceived lack. Trust Father! If leaving is the only choice, then do so with anticipation of 
something better! What God removes is unnecessary. Loved ones are taken at their appointed time. Their soul’s 
condition at their departure is their own responsibility. We can live obediently as witnesses to Truth, or damn 
them with our covetousness! We all have the same choice. Believe God or not. We each decide our own eternity 
by our trust in God. When God sent the vipers among the Israelites to kill them, and Moses lifted up the brass 
serpent at God’s Command, “If bitten, look upon it and live;” it seemed ludicrous! Really? Look at a brass 
snake on a pole and the venom will not kill you? How does that work? I’ll tell you: It works BY FAITH! God’s 
Commands may seem pointless and idiotic to you, but obedience of them brings Life and Light, Through Faith 
Alone! Death is eternal terror to the unbeliever, but Portal to Everlasting Bliss for the faithful! Death is not to be 
feared nor sought, but anticipated as your pilgrimage’s end with Joy! Home at last! Trust in God never 
disappoints the Faithful!  
 

"The steps of a good man Are Ordered By The LORD: and he delighteth in His Way. Though he fall, he 
shall not be utterly cast down: for the LORD Upholdeth him with his hand. I have been young, and now 
am old; yet have I not seen the Righteous forsaken, nor his seed begging bread." Psalms 37:23-25 KJV  

 


