
Prayer 
by Gale Palmer 

(All passages are quoted from the King James Version of Scripture.) 
 
I believe the best illustration of prayer is found in 1 Thessalonians 5:17 - “Pray without ceasing." Constant 
communion. First, we must consider, God, the Hearer of prayer; who He is and what He desires from the pray-er. 
Secondly, what prayer does He hear? "And this is the confidence that we have in Him, that, if we ask any thing 
according to His will, He heareth us:" (1 John 5:14) Prayers that align with His will. What is that will? “But as He 
which hath called you is Holy, so be ye Holy in all manner of conversation; Because it is written, ‘Be ye Holy; for I 
am Holy.(1 Peter 1:15, 16) For whom He did foreknow, He also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of 
His Son, that He might be the firstborn among many brethren. (Romans 8:29) God’s will is that we be like Christ. 
Jesus is very God. “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. The same 
was in the beginning with God. All things were made by Him; and without Him was not any thing made that was 
made. In Him was Life; and the Life was the Light of men. And the Light shineth in darkness; and the darkness 
comprehended it not.” (John 1:1-5) Essentially we must avail ourselves of God’s Word and search for those things 
that God desires so we can do them. “Jesus saith unto them, ‘My meat is to do the will of Him that sent me, and to 
finish His work.” (John 4:34) To have the ability to do righteousness, one must have righteousness of Christ: 
“which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.” (Colossians 1:27b) The only prayer God will consider answering for a 
lost man is the request for salvation. He is otherwise, wicked and lost. “If I regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord 
will not hear me.” (Psalms 66:18) “Confess your faults one to another, and pray one for another, that ye may be 
healed. The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much.” (James 5:16) If there is unconfessed sin in 
a believer’s life, his prayers are ineffectual. He must first confess sin, admit to God that an action or thought is 
against God, and be cleansed. “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse 
us from all unrighteousness.” (1 John 1:9) Reading a prayer is not praying, it’s recital or repetitious mantra. “But 
when ye pray, use not vain repetitions, as the heathen do: for they think that they shall be heard for their much 
speaking.” (Matthew 6:7) Prayer is a thought or word communication from your heart to God’s ear. He hears those 
who walk with Him, those who obey His Word. “God judgeth the righteous, and God is angry with the wicked 
every day.” (Psalms 7:11) One righteous prayer is worth more than 10,000 pages of recitals. 
 
Many misrepresent what prayer and supplication are all about. Prayer is not a bartering tool for saints nor should it 
be equated with dreams and ideas. God’s power is never “harnessed,” nor could it be. It’s not about getting, 
starting, or changing things but about personal, one-on-one, time with God. True prayer warriors need no 
recompense but to KNOW God’s presence and pleasure. “And hereby we do KNOW that we know Him, if we keep 
(obey) His Commandments (God’s Word). He that saith, ‘I know Him,’ and keepeth not His Commandments, IS A 
LIAR, and the Truth is not in Him.” (1 John 2:3-4) It is the will of God that men be purified through God’s Word. 
Jesus prayed before Calvary, “I pray not that Thou shouldest take them out of the world, but that Thou shouldest 
keep them from the evil. They are not of the world, even as I am not of the world. Sanctify them through Thy Truth: 
Thy Word is Truth.” (John 17:15-17) Prayer is just men and God talking together in sweet harmony. If He wants 
me to pray for someone or thing, the Holy spirit will bring them or it into my consciousness and when He does, at 
that moment, I pray for their needs to be supplied whatever they may be and I thank God for them. “I thank my 
God upon every remembrance of you.” (Philippians 1:3) “Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the 
Spirit, and watching thereunto with all perseverance and supplication for all saints.” (Ephesians 6:18) 
 
Sickness, persecutions, and hardships are not necessarily trials, but may be a purification of faith or for a testimony 
to Grace. “And we know that ALL things work together FOR GOOD to them that love God, to them who are the 
called according to His purpose.” (Romans 8:28) I pray God’s Grace AND healing for the sick. They may need 



spiritual healing more than physical, so I trust God to “make them perfectly whole.” Do I believe He can? 
Absolutely! Do I believe He will? Yes! His plan for an individual or circumstance is always perfect, so I pray that 
He work His perfect will in their life for their eternal benefit. God knows all and is perfect in judgment. I can trust 
Him with your life for I trust Him with mine!  
 
I must learn to be content in “whatsoever state I am.” Above All, I must strive for closeness to God so that when I 
do pray, my prayers are heard. “Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you. Cleanse your hands, ye sinners; 
and purify your hearts, ye double minded.” (James 4:8) I can’t believe I will receive something that is not in God’s 
revealed will. Say for example, a million dollars. (not that its worth much these days) My prayers must align 
themselves with His Word, even when praying for others. I believe if you honestly seek God’s face on behalf of 
another instead of yourself, He is more inclined to listen. Consider the following passage. 
 

“And the LORD said, ‘Because the cry of Sodom and Gomorrah is great, and because their sin is very 
grievous; I will go down now, and see whether they have done altogether according to the cry of it, which 
is come unto me; and if not, I will know.” And the men turned their faces from thence, and went toward 
Sodom: but Abraham stood yet before the LORD. And Abraham drew near, and said,’ Wilt thou also 
destroy the righteous with the wicked? Peradventure there be fifty righteous within the city: wilt thou also 
destroy and not spare the place for the fifty righteous that are therein? That be far from Thee to do after 
this manner, to slay the righteous with the wicked: and that the righteous should be as the wicked, that be 
far from thee: Shall not the Judge of all the earth do right?’ And the LORD said, ‘If I find in Sodom fifty 
righteous within the city, then I will spare all the place for their sakes.’ And Abraham answered and said, 
“Behold now, I have taken upon me to speak unto the Lord, which am but dust and ashes: Peradventure 
there shall lack five of the fifty righteous: wilt thou destroy all the city for lack of five?” And He said, ‘If I 
find there forty and five, I will not destroy it.’ And he spake unto Him yet again, and said, ‘Peradventure 
there shall be forty found there.’ And He said, ‘I will not do it for forty's sake.’ And he said unto Him, ‘Oh 
let not the Lord be angry, and I will speak: Peradventure there shall thirty be found there.’ And He said, I 
will not do it, if I find thirty there.’ And he said, ‘Behold now, I have taken upon me to speak unto the Lord: 
Peradventure there shall be twenty found there.’ And He said, ‘I will not destroy it for twenty's sake.’ And 
he said, ‘Oh let not the Lord be angry, and I will speak yet but this once: Peradventure ten shall be found 
there.’ And He said, ‘I will not destroy it for ten's sake.’ And the LORD went His way, as soon as He had 
left communing with Abraham: and Abraham returned unto his place.” (Genesis 18:20-33)  

 
I believe fasting in prayer demonstrates the intensity of our desire to God. Fasting alone does nothing. When I pray 
with fervency and closeness to God: “The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much.” (James 
5:16b) I become like Christ at the Samaritan well. “In the mean while his disciples prayed Him, saying, ‘Master, 
eat.’ But He said unto them, ‘I have meat to eat that ye know not of.’ Therefore said the disciples one to another, 
‘Hath any man brought Him ought to eat?’ Jesus saith unto them, ‘My meat is to do the will of Him that sent me, 
and to finish His Work.” (John 4:31-34) Food loses appeal in God’s presence. Hudson Taylor, missionary to 
China, was so close to God his body literally wasted away. He truly put feet to his prayers. God wants to give us, 
Himself. “If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your children: how much more shall your 
heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them that ask Him?” (Luke 11:13) Paul put it this way, “Yea doubtless, 
and I count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: for whom I have 
suffered the loss of all things, and do count them but dung, that I may win Christ, And be found in Him, not having 
mine own righteousness, which is of the law, but that which is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which 
is of God by faith: That I may know Him, and the power of His resurrection, and the fellowship of His sufferings, 
being made conformable unto His death; If by any means I might attain unto the resurrection of the dead.” 
(Philippians 3:8-11) God is His own reward. Prayer outside of faith in that belief is “vain repetition.” Just my 
thoughts on the matter. 
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